
 
Published February 3, 2009 

 

Boy, 9, forgoes birthday gifts for 
Light House shelter donation 

 
By ADRIANE WATSON Staff Writer  

The last of the soup had been served and volunteers had 

begun cleaning up from the third annual SOUPerBowl 

Fundraiser for the Light House shelter Sunday at the Heritage 

Baptist Church on Forest Drive when the Edem family walked 

in with 15 minutes to spare. 

Thinking they were too late, mother Karen Edem stopped 

event organizer Lea Hurt on her way out the door. Her young 

son, Liam, had a presentation to make.  

Liam told Hurt that, at his ninth birthday party the previous 

week, he asked for charitable donations instead of video 

games and DVDs. He pulled an envelope from his pocket and 

said he wanted to give the $250 inside to the shelter. 

Hurt said she was "blown away" not only by the amount of 

Liam's donation, but by the fact that "a nine-year-old would 

have felt the true spirit of giving." 

Karen Edem sent out a series of online invitations for Liam's 

ninth birthday and asked guests to forego birthday presents in 

favor of a $5 to $10 donation for charity. She worried that 

parents might think it was "weird," but said it turned out to be 

well-accepted. Now another of Liam's friends is doing the same 

thing for his birthday party. 
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Bill and Karen Edem and their children, Liam, 9, 

and Lacey, 6, dropped by Heritage Baptist 

Church’s third annual SOUPer Bowl fundraiser 

for the Light House shelter on Sunday so Liam 

could give the charity a $250 check. Liam asked 

his birthday party guests to donate money to 

the shelter in lieu of buying him  

birthday presents. 

 



Both Liam, and his sister Lacey, 6, attend the Chesapeake Academy, where they have been learning 

about service-oriented projects. Around Christmas, Liam's third grade class sold ornaments and donated 

the entire profit to another charity. Karen Edem said she believes Liam simply began to understand the 

spirit of giving. 

"I'm really proud of him," she said. "I guess he's just growing up a little bit." 

Karen Edem said she planned to take care of donating the money sometime this week, but when she 

saw an ad in The Capital for the SOUPerBowl luncheon she knew it would be the perfect cause. 

In total, the church gathered $1,882 from their SOUPer Bowl fundraiser, a number that may not have 

been possible without Liam's donation. 

"It made a deep impression on me and it was a truly touching event," Hurt said. "The impact of this one 

birthday party is tremendous and it will go a lot further than a toy or a game that will be used or broken 

and scattered." 

Harry Cole, executive director at the shelter, praised Liam's generous gift. 

"It is very inspiring to see the youth of Annapolis care about our citizens," he said. 

Hurt said the fact that people were able to donate at all was amazing, given the country's tough 

economic situation. 

"We were so thrilled at people's generosity," she said. "To be able to raise this amount of money for a 

charity after two hours of serving soup, we were thrilled. It's heartening to know that even when so 

many are struggling, people are willing to reach deep in their pockets and support a shelter." 

 

 


